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Yet Another Victim 


Arthur Miller was a US playwright. The Crucibles was one of Miller’s most powerful and popular creations. It is a historical play based on the events of the Salem witchcraft trials, taking place in a small Puritan village in the colony of Massachusetts in 1692. The play was inspired by Arthur Miller’s own experiences. 

In 1957, Miller himself was convicted of contempt of Congress. Arthur Miller refused to reveal the names of some alleged Communist writers that he had once attended five or six meetings with in New York in 1947. It was said that he was co-operative in all other aspects of the hearing. However, he told the committee his conscience would not allow him to give the names of the others and possible bring trouble or even harm to them.

What’s interesting is that in the book, The Crucibles, Arthur Miller wrote a scene with a character in a very similar position as he was in when Congress convicted of Arthur Miller of contempt. Giles is the character Miller has written in the play in which has almost parallel circumstances as the author himself had. In Act Three- The Crucibles, Giles tells Danforth that he has proof of his innocence. He explains that he has proof on paper from an honest man to back up his logic. When Danforth asks for the man’s name and Giles refuses to give it to him, Giles is also convicted of contempt against the court.

It is interesting to me to see that Arthur Miller inserted a bit of his own personal experience into one of his most well known plays. Even though Miller is released from court later on in 1975, he writes in The Crucibles that Giles is not as fortunate. 

